
Newsletter of the Michigan One-Room Schoolhouse Association 

  

� � � � ����� � � � � � ����������
� � � � � � ������� � �  

Vol. XV, Issue II          Fall, 2009 

  
A very successful conference was held at the 

Woodland Meadows School in Saline, Michi-
gan on May 16th. As part of the planning for 
the conference we held a board meeting in Sa-
line on March 13th. Individuals from Saline that 
had volunteered to assist in the planning were in 
attendance. This included staff members of Sa-
line schools. They quickly agreed to take care 
of the on-site planning, which really eased our 
apprehensions on having a conference in a town 
in which we had no representation. Did they do 
a good job? Read on... 

Upon arriving at the school on the morning of 
the conference we were greeted by two young 
ladies dressed in period costumes which really 
set a tone for the conference. Inside the building 
the first table was for registration and distribu-
tion of literature. The next stop was in the gym-
nasium where booths were set up for vendors. 
Among the vendors was our featured speaker 
Janis Stein who was selling her newly published 
book "Schools of Yesteryear." Also, our newest 
board member Cheryl Vatcher-Martin had a 
booth to sell her books. Half an hour was spent 
talking to vendors and enjoying refreshments. 

The conference program was held in the cen-
ter of the gymnasium between the vendor 
booths and refreshment area. This was a well 
planned layout. 

Wanda Killips, the principal of the school, 
welcomed us to the conference. Our first 
speaker was Janis Stein who gave a very infor-
mative presentation on the researching she did 
to write her book "Schools of Yesteryear" Vol-
ume 1. This book covers one -room schools in 
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Beaver Township, Bay County, Michigan 

A Personal Story by Pearl LeVasseur Smith - Student 
 

 "Pearl LeVasseur Smith, my sister, attended Seidler 
School, Beaver #6 and wrote her memories at my re-
quest."  ~ Odeal LeVasseur Sharp, author 

 
Every once in awhile I think about those days and smile 

—like the ball games and breaking my ankle sliding into 
second base, come to think about it, I wasn't a bad right 
fielder! 

I can still smell the furnace with its jacket that used to 
ping with heat and when it would cool down - and the 
smell of egg salad pushed under the jacket to keep warm 
until lunchtime. The Charles Wilcox family (five kids) 
would bring this a couple times a week. At noontime, 
Virginia and Minnie would haul out a loaf of bread from a 
grocery bag to make sandwiches for their brothers and 
sisters. It smelled so good! 

We, lots of times, had soup or beans for hot lunch to go 
with our lunch from home. Oh! How I hated that grape-
fruit juice. It tasted like pure acid. It seemed like every 
time it was bean day, Bernie Fournier (cousin) and I were 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Sandy Beach and Sherman Townships in Huron 
County. It should be noted that she writes mostly 
stories on schools in Bingham Township. This 
probably will be included as part of Volume 2. 
The stories are published in The Lakeshore 
Guardian. 

After a brief break, Sue Daniel gave a compre-
hensive talk on furniture in one-room schools. Sue 
continues to amaze us with all the work she does 
and her knowledge of one-room schools. 

Upon completion of the conference program we 
retired to the refreshment area where we were 
treated to a gourmet dinner that provided us with a 
selection of main courses including our choice of 
four delicious homemade soups. 

Following lunch we went to the relocated and 
restored Weber-Blaess one -room school building. 
A panel of speakers revealed how they success-
fully relocated and restored the school overcom-
ing several obstacles. This was followed by a 
presentation on how the Saline schools integrate 
the use of the school in their curriculum. It was 
quite obvious that this restoration and use of We-
ber-Blaess School had great support from the 
community. 

Upon adjournment of the conference we had the op-
portunity to visit the farm museum and the railroad 
depot museum. The City of Saline graciously kept these 
museums open for us to visit, 

The City of Saline is regularly listed as one of 
the one hundred best cities in USA in which to 
live. Their assistance to us in the conference indi-
cates they are worthy of this recognition. We want 
to give our special thank to Cheryl and Jim Hoeft 
and the Staff of the school who did so much to 
make the conference a success. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

����������	���������	�� The jar and cover of the 

"Success" Water Cooler are made 

of the finest quality highly glazed 

vitrified stoneware (Red Wing 

"brand), decorated with blue 

bands. Attractive in appearance, 

easy to clean, and will keep the 

water cool and fresh. Jar 

is equipped with reinforced han-

dles, making it easy to move or 

carry for filling, etc. 

 S u c -

Success Water Cooler with Faucet 
Size  Shipping Weight  Price   
 5-gallon………………... 25 lbs  $4.10  
10 gallon. . ………………. 55 lbs  $7.15 

"Success" Sanitary Water 
Cooler 

Jarvis School 
WASHTENAW COUNTY 

 

 Norma Schmeman began classes at the Jarvis School in 

I919. 

“I had two sisters. My one sister attended Jarvis the same 

time I went there. My other sister had Downs syndrome and 

had to learn at home. My father also attended Jarvis School, 

and when reviewing some old records it accounted that he had 

all A’s. Contrary to what you may be thinking, those were the 

times he was absent. 

"We had to take our own lunch to school. One of my most 

memorable experiences was when I said something to my 

mother about the same old lunch. Mothers reply was for me to 

make lunch for myself. Slow to rise in the morning, I had to 

hurry to arrive at school on time. Forgetting my lunch in the 

cart in the schoolyard, I went out at noon to find that my pony 

had eaten it! 

"PTA meetings were held at parents' homes, and kids went 

along too. Dad would hitch up a team of horses to a sleigh and 

pick up people on the way. Kids also hitched their sleds to the 

sleigh and got a ride; the horse team proved to be the most 

reliable form of transportation. There was oyster stew waiting 

when we arrived—it tasted so good. When the meeting was 

over, they would roll up the rugs and square dance. " 

Jarvis School 
Interior 

~ photo courtesy 
of Mary Keithan. 
Used by permis-

sion 

~Michigan One-Room Schoolhouses by Mary Keithan, pg. 88 
Used by permission.  
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By Bill Winglar, Chairman 

 
A number of important opportunities presented them-

selves to the Michigan One-Room Schoolhouse Associa-
tion this past year, as well as some events involving one-
room schools. Among them are some which are listed 
below: 
 
* District No. 10 School (Wyoming Township, Kent 

County) has been used for a variety of occasions in-
cluding weddings, funeral service etc. The latest re-
quest was from a couple being married to have their 
wedding photographs taken at the school. The reason 
was the bride had a beloved grandfather who attended 
the school about 90 years ago. 

* We had an opportunity to work with fellow member 
Raymond Bergholt of Frankenmuth. Together we 
prepared notices about MORSA that could be handed 
out to tour members that visited the Hart one-room 
school. This prompted me to prepare a similar notice 
for handing out at the one-room school I am in charge 
of. Basically the handout refers the reader to our web-
site which gives our association some needed expo-
sure. 

* This summer I read a book on the life of Hank Mei-
jer. It was his family that built the first super center in 
the United States. This super center was copied by 
Wal-Mart, Target and other major retailers. Hank's 
wife Lena was an active participant in the Meijer or-
ganization. As a matter of interest she is a proud 
graduate of the one-room school in Amble, Michigan. 

* A family in Rochester Hills requested our help in 
tracing the history of their home that allegedly was a 
relocated one-room school. We were pleased to be 
able to give him advice on how to trace the history of 
the home. 

* Another request came from State of Wyoming re-
questing information on the Annis one--room school 
in Onondaga Township in Ingham County. We were 
able to send them some detailed information on the 
location of that school. 

*  The board is working on adding our survey of over 

6,000 schools to our web site. 

*  Rochelle Ba1kam made a presentation to 

the DAR in Ann Arbor. 

* Sue Daniel made a presentation to the 

Farmington Retired Teachers. 

* I gave a talk to a group of home-schoolers 

from Allendale. 

* The board has decided to initiate an awards 

program for the One-Room School of the 

Year. We continue to reach out to the com-

munity with our mission. 
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By Walter Pettifor 
 
Did the custom of 

bringing an apple to the 
teacher originate in the one-room 
schoolhouse? It’s rather likely. 

Apples are getting ripe just about the 
time school starts in the fall. Children 
walking to school (often a mile or more) 
would have plenty of opportunity to 
snitch apples from roadside orchards. 
These could be eaten along the way, or 
even after the school day started. 

Washington Irving’s “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” offers evidence of this 
happening on an autumn day. The 
schoolmaster, Ichabod Crane, confis-
cated a number of contraband items, 
including “half-munched apples.” There 
is also reference to apple trees along the 
road laden with apples “in oppressive 
opulence.” 

Most any youngster who has had his 
edible loot taken away is going to try to 
find a way around the problem. What 
could be better than to grab an extra ap-
ple or two with which to bribe the 
teacher? Other students would quickly 
catch on and the idea would soon 
spread to other schools. 

Yes, it’s entirely possible that “an 
apple for the teacher” originated in the 
one-room schoolhouse. 
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By Marilyn (Swiler) & Harold Compton 
Marilyn recalls that her mother, Ruth (Kassner) 

Swiler, once was a cook at the Compton School. She 

thought it was about 1940 and lasted about 2 years. 

Students ate their lunches at their desks. 

Marilyn attended the Compton School from the 

6th grade through part of the 8th grade (about 1941-
1943). She attended Lake Odessa prior to that and 

graduated from Portland High School in 1946. 

"We had a big Christmas program every year," 

recalls Marilyn, "which we got out of school early in 
order to work on getting ready for the big event." 

“Penny Suppers” were held to raise money for the 

school. People would bring a dish for a buffet line and 

people would come and fill their plates. "It was a 

penny a dip," Marilyn stated. "You would fill your 
plate and then pay at the end of the line. It wasn't much 

money to pay for the schools." 

Box Socials were held where women would deco-

rate a box and pack a lunch in it. The boxes would 

then be auctioned off to the highest bidder. The boxes 

could include items such as a piece of pie, cake, a 

sandwich or chicken, and maybe a piece of fruit.  

Harold Compton remembered playing ball 
against other schools. He recalled playing against 

Halladay School and Gates School. The teacher 

would load up the boys along with a couple of other 

cars and they would leave school at around 2:00 to 
go and play ball. There were no practices, uniforms, 

or coaches, and no school buses to transport kids. 

"The teacher from the other school would stand 

behind the pitcher and call the pitch," Harold ex-

plained. The teams consisted of boys only and were 
from grades 6-8. 

 Harold Compton descends from the Rev. John 

Compton who the original school was once named 

after. He resides with his wife, Marilyn, in South-

field, Michigan, but still has fond memories of 
growing up in the district area. 
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Ionia County 

Reprinted with permission of the Ionia County Genealogi-
cal Society. Source: The Rural School Newsletter, Septem-
ber, 2009, Vol.3, No.1, Page 10 
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delegated to open the cans and heat the beans for 
lunch (electric hotplate). We always made sure to 
leave a quarter of one can and when we gathered the 
stuff to throwaway, we would get into the coat hall 
and take care of the saved one quarter can. Crazy 
kids! No wonder we got fat! There was an old base-
ment caved in on Joe DeShano's place where we 
would throw the cans. 

A couple of times a week we would have a sing-a-
long. Pearl always played the piano. I guess I was 
the only one who knew one key from another. Mrs. 
Gouan did not play at all. I would sometimes get to 
pick the songs. Mrs. Gouan would say "pick out 
three or four you know" or else she would ask the 
kids what they wanted to sing—Bernie always 
wanted to sing "Old Black Joe." 

 A fence was built on the north side of the 
school yard in 1920s to separate the Seidler busi-
nesses of general store, gas station, hardware store 
and home. 

On nice days Mrs. Henry Seidler would take her 
pet parrot outside in the sunshine and near the fence; 
perhaps so the school kids could enjoy her Polly. 
The kids would flock to the fence to say "Hello! 
Hello! Polly wants a cracker." The parrot would 
croak in answer, "Get out! Get out!" Then she would 
ruffle her feathers, stand on one leg and then the 
other, and say "Pretty Boy. Pretty Boy." 

The ball diamond was at that north side of the 
school and as the kids played ball, the parrot kept 
jabbering. "Shut up" hollered the ball players. "Get 
out! Get out!" Polly croaked back. We kids liked to 
see the parrot outside. 

 
After Pearl LeVasseur finished the eighth grade, 

she worked for seven years in the store next to the 
school owned by Martin and Clara Pfannes. In 1952 
she married Warren Smith and helped on their farm 
by handling all types of farm equipment. After War-
ren died, she was a rural Mail Carrier for the U.S. 
Postal Service from which she retired. 
 
~from Country Schools of Bay County  1838-1970 
by Odeal Sharp, pg. 102. Used by permission. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Mark your calendars for the annual MORSA 
conference for 2010.   The date will be 
Saturday, May 22.  Locations in west 
Michigan are being considered.  Confer-
ence could be in the Grand Rapids area or 
possibly Belding.  Complete details will ap-
pear in the Spring issue of The Slate. 
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Memories to share? Please send them to 
us at:  
hannah47_c@yahoo.com  
or via US mail:  
Hannah Geddes Wright,  
4209 N. Dearing Rd.  
Parma, MI   49269 
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MORSA continues to offer schoolhouse 
stamps for sale. The most recent stamp will 
be of Crawford School in Kalkaska County. 
The cost is $17 for a sheet of 20 stamps. Con-
tact Larry Schlack: lawr@net-link.net or by 
phone: (269) 385-1502 or by mail: 2906 Woodgate 
Lane, Kalamazoo, MI, 49008 
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Haiku for You by author, Cheryl 
Vatcher-Martin, is an inspirational 
book for children of all ages. The 
workbook is illustrated with the au-
thor’s fine art photography which will 
assist the child in penning a variety of 
Haiku. In addition to learning the craft of Haiku, 
the writer is engaged in learning about one-room 
school house history. 

The author is an award winning poet, photogra-
pher, and honors faculty member. She began writ-
ing at the tender age of eight when she started 
crafting short stories. Her love for writing poetry 
and Haiku became an integral part of her life after  
that. Haiku for You is an inspirational journey for 
all who love to write. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Keithan’s Michigan One-Room School-

houses is a beautifully illustrated chronicle that de-
tails nearly a hundred of the state’s early school-
houses. Together with information about each 
schoolhouse’s architecture and history, including 
interviews with former students and teachers, 
Keithan’s photographs bring these structures back to 
life and assure their place in history. 

Available now in Borders Bookstore or from the 
author: makeithan@aol.com 

Schools of Yesteryear: “Janis Stein has 
unleashed her talent in bringing forth her 
first volume of historical memorabilia to 
honor the pioneers of early Michigan edu-
cation. Dedicated to the preservation of 
the past, Janis’ entrancing style will not 
only captivate readers, this book with 
enlighten the history scholar.” ~Julie 
Purdy, Editor/Publisher, The Lakeshore 
Guardian. 

Country Schools of Bay County:  The author was 

born in Beaver Township, Bay County, Michigan and was 

first a student, and then a teacher in a one-room country 

school. Bay City's St. Mary's High School, followed by a 

year at County Normal School was the educational back-

ground that prepared her to teach. The Great Depression 

occurred as Odeal first entered the classroom as a one-

room school teacher. Her experiences with the children 

and their families brought her personal fulfillment and 

The One-Room School-
house pays homage to this 
American icon. Award 
winning photographer 
Paul Rocheleau has toured 
the country in search of 
schoolhouses that still 

stand. Capturing in exquisite detail the best 
examples from the forty-eight contiguous states, 
Rocheleau explores operating schools, schools 
restored as historic museums and schools con-
verted into private residences. Accompanying 
the photos is an absorbing account of his trav-
els, his personal experiences and the historical 
and architectural information about the schools. 
Available in bookstores. 

love for the rural setting. Odeal L. Sharp wishes to share with 

her readers a history and timeline of the people, events and 

sacrifices that helped shape Bay County's diverse population in 

the one-room school, and eventually lead to the consolidated 

system that we know today. To make inquiries or order a copy 

of her book, contact her daughter:  

Rhea Thompson 
1911 Borton Ave. 
Essexville, MI  48732     Phone: 989-892-4086 

P

Schools of Yesteryear, Vol.I contains comprehensive 
study and the documentation of students memories from 
the one-room schools of Sand Beach and Sherman 
Townships in Huron County, Michigan. 
Contact Janis Stein at: 
www.lakeshoreguardian@aol.com 
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 Wadsworth School 

Bingham No.3 

By Janis Stein 
 

 Bingham No.3, also known as Wadsworth 
School, was located on Wadsworth Road, one-half mile 
west of Stambaugh Road or one-half mile east of Nugent 
Road, in Section 8, Bingham Township, Huron County. 

Join in the continuation as former Wadsworth stu-
dents reminisce about their Christmas holiday prepara-
tions. . 

Holidays also meant making cards, and this was 
done most often for Mother's Day and Christmas. In 
the late I950s, children used heavy colored paper 
and, by folding the paper into four sections, they 
created cards. In December, while some students 
made holiday cards, others were invited to use a 
piece of chalk to draw pictures on the chalkboard, 
which covered the South wall. One young girl drew 
a very big Santa picture and was thrilled with the 
result! 

In celebration of the Christmas holiday, the 
children always made a present for their mother. 
Sometimes, these gifts came in the form of hand-
crafted candles. Students, with care, melted wax in 
a pot on the stove, adding crayons to melt to create 
just the perfect color. Drilling various sized holes 
into a birch log and shaving one side of the birch 
log flat provided the perfect candleholder and just 
the right gift for those mothers residing in the 
Wadsworth district. The children, too, exchanged 
gifts with each other - 50-cent gifts, like a Christ-
mas book of lifesavers that tallied just 49 cents. 

To add to the Christmas fun, children also made 
handcrafted ornaments. Using canning lids, the 
children cut apart old Christmas cards and glued the 
cards to the lid. After inserting a hole in the lid and 
looping a string through it, the students created a 
beautiful ornament! 

During the 1950s, a built-in cabinet stood along 
the west wall, the cabinet filled with supplies like 
construction paper, tablet paper and pencils. The 
piano, too, which was  always used during the 
Christmas program, stood on the west wall toward 
the front of the school, and any student who knew 
how to play was welcome to create music. . 

After the completion of the Christmas program, 
all the children anticipated the gift they would 
likely get from Santa, a bag filled with candy, nuts 
and an orange. One young boy, whose family never 
kept alcohol at home, thought Santa had a most pe-
culiar smell to him one year. As an adult, that stu-
dent looked back and realized Santa perhaps needed 
a bit of liquid courage that long ago December 
night. Santa had been a bit intoxicated and the smell 
- whiskey! 

During the late 1950s, teacher Elsie 
Branda requested the assistance of one of 
her students in helping with some of the 
housekeeping jobs. For a wage of $1per 
week, one proud girl embraced her first job, 
erasing the blackboards, banging the eras-
ers together outside, wiping the boards off 
with a damp cloth and sweeping the school-
room. This hardworking student stayed af-
ter school to accomplish these tasks and, 
since her teacher drove right past her house, 
the student gladly accepted a ride home! 
One of the teacher's duties included main-
taining a clean school, so each Friday she 
did her part by ensuring the floor was well 
polished. The teacher spread a compound 
over the floor, and the children were invited 
to run and slide back and forth across the 
floor. The teacher then swept up the com-
pound, and the result was a polished 
wooden floor that looked like new! 

The desks too needed a bit of polishing. 
Once a year, the teacher brought in sandpa-
per and varnish and each child worked at 
his own desk, with the older students help-
ing the younger. When students realized the 
work involved, they learned to take greater 
care of the school's property, and in doing 
so, took pride in their school. 

After completing her work at the school 
each night, the teacher took care in locking 
the schoolhouse door. Each morning, the 
children played in the schoolyard if they 
arrived before their teacher. One particular 
morning, those children arriving in advance 
of their teacher realized the school door 
was open; the teacher must have forgotten 
to lock it the previous night. The children 
clambered inside, seeking shelter from the 
wind, but one little boy, abiding by the 
rules, refused to enter the building before 
the teacher arrived, so he waited patiently 
at the door until she did! 

 
  (This article by Janis Stein appeared in 

“The Lakeshore Guardian,” May 2009, a local 
newspaper in Huron County, Michigan. Used 
by permission.) 

One-Room Schoolhouse Haiku 
By Cheryl Vatcher-Martin 

 
Old one-room schoolhouse 
Mahogany desk for child 
A wooden structure 

(Used by permission. Haiku for You, pg.61) 
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Officers: 

William Winglar, Chair 
Steve Rossio, Vice-Chair 
Larry Schlack, Treasurer 

Hannah Geddes Wright, Secretary 
 

Board Members: 
Rochelle Balkam 
Linda Chapman 
Suzanne Daniel 
Dana Deimel 
Tamara Gady 

Dr. Thomas Gwaltney 
Yvonne Hafner 

Dr. Tom Johnson 
Judy Shehigian 

Cheryl Vatcher-Martin 
 

The Slate Newsletter: 
Hannah Geddes Wright  

“The Slate” Editor and board member 
 

Membership Dues: 
$10 Senior (age 62+) or Student 

$15 Individual. $25 Organizations. $100 Life 
web site address: 

<http://www.one-roomschool.org 

 
Michigan One-Room Schoolhouse Association 
c/o Greenmead 
20501 Newburgh Road, Livonia, MI 48152-1098 
Attention: Suzanne Daniel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“...fostering understanding and appreciation for one-room schoolhouses in Michigan.” 

 One of the very special things about attending a one-room 

school in farm country was that school was always finished 

in early May, so the students could help their parents with 
farm and garden work at home. May 14 sticks in my mind as 

about when school was done for the summer. This was great 

for me as I lived on a lake, and went fishing every morning. I 

clearly remember being in my boat fly fishing for bluegills on 
the beds, as the High School bus went past, and realizing how 

lucky I was. 

The last day of school we always played games and field 

events outside and never did any schoolwork. The last several 

years I attended King School, we went to the neatest event. It 
was a field day for many of the area one-room schools and 

was held in a big field in Dowling, Michigan, some 20 miles 

away. Oh, it was so exciting. There were maybe 200 kids 

there and there were races, and jumping games and just all 

sorts of contests to see who was the fastest and best. There 
were also steam engines and old farm equipment stored in 

open barns nearby and we often explored and looked and 

touched. What fun! 

��������%�������������%�������������%�������������%������ ���
&'��	������	�������	�
��� �by Rollie Read 
Johnstown Township, Barry County, Michigan 

Bohannon School 
Isabella County, Michigan 

Photo courtesy of Mary Keithan. Used by permission 

By Mary Keithan 

 A popular natural science experiment took place 
each year at the Bohannon School. A grove of sugar 
maples stood near the school, and in the spring the 
teacher would instruct her students to go out and 
find twigs to insert at the trees' taps. When they 
returned to collect the sticks, the children would 
find the sweet treat that Mother Nature had pro-
vided.  

The Bohannon School was eventually relo-

cated to the campus of Central Michigan Uni-

versity in Mt. Pleasant, and it is now called the 

Gerald L. Poor School Museum. 


